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Briston will attend the Air Force Academy;
Parker will attend West Point; John Paul and
Katie will attend the Naval Academy; and
Karrington will attend the Naval Academy Pre-
paratory School.

Arkansas has a history of academy alumni.
These include General Douglas MacArthur—
Supreme Allied Commander in the Pacific dur-
ing World War Il, and Brigadier General Wil-
liam O. Darby, leader of what would later be-
come the Army Rangers. Their example is one
of courage and excellence under any cir-
cumstances. With this rich tradition before
them and through their own accomplishments,
there’s no doubt these students will do their
very best—bringing honor to themselves, their
families, and their state.

| wish them well in their service careers and
success in whatever they pursue.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE COMPAS-
SIONATE ACCESS, RESEARCH EX-
PANSION AND RESPECT STATES
(CARERS) ACT

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2017

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce the Compassionate Access, Research
Expansion and Respect States Act, also
known as the CARERS Act. This bipartisan,
bicameral bill would allow states to set their
own policies on medical marijuana, allow
states to import Cannabidiol to treat patients
with seizures, give the Veterans Administration
physicians the ability to recommend medical
marijuana to patients and improve opportuni-
ties for research on marijuana.

The consensus on medical marijuana is al-
ready overwhelming and continues to build.
According to a Quinnipiac University poll, 93
percent of Americans believe people should
be allowed to use medically prescribed mari-
juana.

93 percent of Americans rarely agree on
anything.

In November, North Dakota, Montana, Flor-
ida and Arkansas joined a growing majority of
states that have legalized medical marijuana.
Twenty-nine states plus the District of Colum-
bia have approved medical marijuana.

Even CNN'’s Chief Medical Correspondent
Dr. Sanjay Gupta, who was once skeptical of
medical marijuana, has publicly endorsed it.

Yet, our federal laws continue to treat pa-
tients and the doctors and families who care
for them like criminals.

It is long overdue for our federal law to re-
flect the common sense views of 93 percent of
Americans and stop adding to the suffering of
those with horrible illnesses.

One such patient was my constituent, Chloe
Grauer. At 3 years old, Chloe suffered from a
rare neurological disease that caused her to
have 100 to 200 seizures a day. She tried
dozens of medications and underwent surgical
procedures but nothing stopped the seizures.

Her family tried desperately to treat her with
Cannabidiol—also known as “Charlotte’s
Web” or “CBD” for short—which has been
shown to treat certain diseases that cause sei-
zures, such as the disease from which Chloe
suffered. CBD is derived from cannabis plants,
and even though it contains just trace
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amounts of the psychoactive ingredient in
marijuana—nowhere near enough to produce
a high—but it is currently illegal under federal
law. Even this tiny amount of the ingredient,
THC, was enough for the federal government
to keep a potentially life-saving drug away
from Chloe.

Chloe died without receiving CBD.

This should never have happened. We must
ensure that this never happens again.

Just as our children deserve to be treated
compassionately, so, too, do our veterans.
Federal law currently prohibits VA doctors
from prescribing medical marijuana when they
feel it is medically beneficial. Our veterans de-
serve the best medical advice from their doc-
tors, not arbitrary limits on what their doctors
can do to help them. Veterans are tough.
They can handle frank advice from their doc-
tors.

| want to thank my colleague DON YOUNG of
Alaska for his partnership on this bill as well
as Senators CORY BOOKER, KIRSTEN GiLLI-
BRAND, RAND PAUL, MIKE LEE, AL FRANKEN
and LISA MuURkowskl for their leadership on
this legislation. | urge both the House and
Senate to pass this swiftly.

ANNASELIA SAMORA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Annaselia
Samora for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Annaselia Samora is a student at Jefferson
High School and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Annaselia
Samora is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Annaselia Samora for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.

———————

MISSOURI CITY TEACHER
PARTICIPATES IN PBS PROGRAM

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2017

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Krissy Venosdale of Missouri
City, TX, for being selected as a participant in
the 2017 PBS Digital Innovators Program.

Krissy, who serves as the Kinkaid School’s
lower school innovation coordinator, was rec-
ognized for developing the “Launch Pad” at
her school. The “Launch Pad” is a space for
students to expand their horizons in both a
creative and technological fashion, using a
blend of bright colors and high-tech tools to
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help students practice out-of-the-box methods.
Out of the 52 participants selected, Krissy is
the only educator from TX to participate in the
PBS Digital Innovators Program. As part of
this program, Krissy will have access to ongo-
ing professional development, share her ideas
on PBS platforms, utilize the PBS
LearningMedia resources and attend the 2017
PBS Digital Summit this summer.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Krissy Venosdale for being selected as a
participant in the 2017 PBS Digital Innovators
Program. We are extremely proud and are
looking forward to her future innovative edu-
cational platforms.

———————

TRIBUTE TO DR. WALTER R.
BOYNTON

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 15, 2017

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the career and contributions to
Maryland’s Fifth District of estuarine ecologist
Dr. Walter R. Boynton of St. Leonard, Mary-
land, on the occasion of his retirement.

A native of Massachusetts, Dr. Boynton first
came to Maryland and encountered the majes-
tic waters of the Chesapeake Bay, something
which would become the focus of his scientific
studies for the remainder of his career, in
1969 as a summer student at the Chesapeake
Biological Laboratory (CBL) in Solomons,
Maryland. Following the receipt of his Ph.D. in
ecology from the University of Florida, Dr.
Boynton returned to CBL in 1975 as a young
professor. At that time his research focused
on the decline of submerged aquatic vegeta-
tion. He recognized that these declines were
related to increases in nutrients flowing into
the Chesapeake that caused an over-abun-
dance of single-celled algae, which reduced
the clarity of the water and ultimately led to
deeper portions of the Bay becoming devoid
of oxygen. Dr. Boynton was part of a team of
CBL researchers, including Chris D’Elia, Jim
Sanderson, and Don Heinle, that redefined
what we know about nutrient dynamics and
how they bring about eutrophication—or the
overabundance of plant life at the expense of
animal life in bodies of water.

A long-standing relationship, forged on the
softball diamond, between CBL researchers
and the local community led to a close work-
ing partnership and deep personal friendship
between Dr. Boynton and then-State Senator
Bernie Fowler, who remains a close friend of
mine. It was Senator Fowler who led efforts in
federal court to force regional jurisdictions to
adhere to the Clean Water Act. Former Sen-
ator Fowler credits Dr. Boynton with deep-
ening his own understanding of the ecology of
the Bay and the Patuxent River, allowing him
to become an effective advocate and well-re-
spected citizen-scientist, bringing attention to
the restoration of the Chesapeake Bay. On
June 11, | joined former Senator Fowler for his
annual “wade-in” to check the clarity of the
Patuxent River and learned of Dr. Boynton’s
upcoming retirement.

In addition to an internationally respected
research career, Dr. Boynton has been a high-
ly effective educator, teaching generations of
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